
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3737 June 22, 2017 
(5) the designation of ‘‘All-Star’’ from MLB 

in 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, and 2016; 

(6) the Hank Aaron Award from MLB in 
2005; 

(7) the Roberto Clemente Award from MLB 
in 2011; 

(8) the Babe Ruth Award from MLB in 2013; 
and 

(9) the World Series Most Valuable Player 
Award in 2013; 

Whereas David Ortiz’s ‘‘Why not us?’’ atti-
tude in 2004 transformed the baseball culture 
of the city of Boston, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and ‘‘Red Sox Nation’’ from 
one of near misses to one of champions; 

Whereas David Ortiz founded the David 
Ortiz Children’s Fund in 2007; 

Whereas the David Ortiz Children’s Fund 
has provided millions of dollars of financial 
assistance to more than 500 children for life- 
saving surgeries; 

Whereas on June 11, 2008, David Ortiz was 
sworn in as a citizen of the United States 
along with 226 other immigrants at the John 
F. Kennedy Library in Dorchester, Massa-
chusetts; 

Whereas David Ortiz instilled hope and 
pride in the city of Boston in the days fol-
lowing the bombings at the Boston Marathon 
in 2013; 

Whereas on April 20, 2013, David Ortiz gave 
a rousing and inspirational speech after the 
Boston Marathon bombings, reminding Bos-
ton and the country that ‘‘nobody is going to 
dictate our freedom’’; 

Whereas David Ortiz comforted the victims 
of the Boston Marathon bombings, visiting 
them in the hospital and giving them tickets 
to games throughout the 2013 MLB season; 

Whereas the city of Boston has honored 
David Ortiz for his impact on the city by 
naming a bridge and a street after him; 

Whereas the love and respect for David 
Ortiz felt by the city of Boston, the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and Red Sox 
Nation is unparalleled; and 

Whereas David Ortiz played his final MLB 
game on October 10, 2016: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) honors the legendary career of David 
Américo Ortiz Arias, whose character, lead-
ership, and selflessness have helped define 
the identity of the city of Boston, the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and all of Red 
Sox Nation; and 

(2) wishes David Ortiz a fulfilling retire-
ment as he bids farewell to the baseball dia-
mond. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that privileges of 
the floor be granted to Stephanie 
DeLuca of my staff and to her service 
dog Carra. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Kimberly 
Koops-Wrabek, Alexander Floyd, Jer-
emy Jones, and Justin Abbasi be grant-
ed floor privileges for the remainder of 
the Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 26, 
2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 

Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 4 p.m., Monday, June 26; 
further, that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; finally, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Svinicki nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator WYDEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Oregon. 
f 

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, it has 
been a rough day at the office for the 
Senate Republican healthcare plan, 
and my take is that it is going to be 
even tougher over the next few days. 
There will be a lot of Senate Demo-
crats home, meeting with folks in open 
meetings. We will see if any Senate Re-
publicans have the courage to do that 
as well. 

Earlier this morning, the whole Sen-
ate had its first opportunity to look at 
this bill in the light of day. The debate 
that unfolded on the floor made it clear 
that our colleagues are committed to a 
partisan scheme to jam this bill 
through at any cost. There isn’t going 
to be a full debate. There isn’t going to 
be any bipartisan input. 

If you read through the fine print in 
this destructive proposal, as the Amer-
ican people have had the chance to do 
over the last several hours, it becomes 
clear why my colleagues on the other 
side have kept this bill hidden and 
want to jam it through as quickly as 
possible. 

This proposal is stunning in its same-
ness to the cruel House bill that the 
American people have rejected out-
right—in fact, rejected, according to 
polls, by really eye-popping numbers. 
So I want to begin by warning against 
anybody’s buying into the sales job 
that is inevitably going to unfold in 
the days ahead. This bill may change, 
but Senate Republicans will only be 
putting lipstick on a devastating blow 
to the healthcare of the American peo-
ple. 

This is a plan to raise costs, slash 
Medicaid, and cut millions of people off 
of their healthcare to pay for tax 
breaks for the fortunate few. 

My colleagues on the other side have 
spent the last month telling every re-
porter and constituent who would lis-
ten that they were throwing out the 
House bill and they would be starting 
anew with a fresher and kinder bill. 

That has turned out to be fiction. Re-
publicans are going to keep telling 
Americans that they are fixing their 
healthcare right up until the second it 
gets taken away. 

This bill doubles down on the mean-
ness that even the President described 
in the bill from the other body. The 
Senate Republican plan doesn’t fix the 
problems with people’s healthcare. It 
creates a bunch of new ones. 

After a day of pouring over this bill— 
and the Finance Committee Demo-
cratic staff has been looking at this in 
detail—I would like to lay out, as we 
close up this afternoon, some of the 
most devastating effects this bill will 
have. 

First, Senate Republicans are so 
committed to slashing Medicaid that 
their bill cuts it even deeper than the 
House. Today, Medicaid comes with a 
guarantee to the most vulnerable 
Americans and their families who walk 
an economic tightrope every day. 
Today, if you get sick or suffer an in-
jury, you will get the care you need. 
The Senate Republican plan ends that 
guarantee for good. It ends the Med-
icaid program as our country knows it 
for good. 

People shouldn’t be distracted by 
date changes or sweeteners for people 
already enrolled. This is a radical plan 
plucked from the wish list of the far 
right, and it is cloaked in the com-
plicated language of inflation rates and 
dollar figures. When you talk about 
slashing Medicaid by hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars, you are not simply 
talking about the lingo of healthcare 
policymakers, like bending the cost 
curve. You are talking about people’s 
lives. 

Medicaid helps to pick up the bill for 
two out of three seniors in America’s 
nursing homes. These are the people 
who have done everything right. They 
are our older parents, our grand-
mothers, our grandfathers. They 
scrimped, they saved, and they worked 
hard. But it is pretty clear: It is really 
expensive to grow old in America. So 
Medicaid is there to support them and 
cover the cost of nursing home care 
when savings run out. 

The Senate Republican plan slashes 
Medicaid so deeply that States are 
going to be forced to cut benefits, and 
the guarantee of nursing home care 
will be in danger. This is one of the 
greatest threats seniors have ever 
faced, and it is being imposed on them 
by an act of Congress. 

I don’t make that statement lightly. 
My background is working with the 
older people of Oregon and our country. 
I was director of the Oregon Gray Pan-
thers for 7 years and ran the legal aid 
office for the elderly before I was elect-
ed to Congress. I will say point-blank, 
having worked in this field now for 
more than three decades, that this is 
an extraordinary threat to the well- 
being of the Nation’s older people, who 
shouldn’t have to worry about winding 
up living in squalor or on the street. 

Families shouldn’t have to worry 
about where they will find the money 
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